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While the Recycled Water Task Force has identified numerous obstacles and impediments

to water recycling in California, it has also found that California has exhibited overall

support for water recycling and has in place a very effective regulatory environment to

ensure the safe use of recycled water and still allow use at over 4,000 farms, parks, golf

courses, commercial and industrial enterprises, and other sites.  In most cases, significant

obstacles are not present or may be overcome in the inevitable process of integrating the

multitude of interests into the planning process for projects.

The emphasis is to improve the way all levels of government function and assist each

other and the public to enhance the ability for cost-effective and safe projects to proceed

and help satisfy the growing demand for water in California.  The Task Force focused its

attention on the issues and solutions that it thought would make the most difference and

could be effectively implemented.  The recommendations of the Task Force have been

discussed in the previous two chapters and are analyzed in more depth in the white papers

of the six workgroups of the Task Force.  They are summarized in Table 4.

As can be seen from the table, if we are to remove the obstacles to water recycling, virtu-

ally every entity involved in water recycling activities has a role to play in implementing

the recommendations.  The time frames for implementation are believed to be realistic,

but many factors and priorities of the various entities will come into play that the Task

Force could not assess.  It is important, however, that the recommendations not be dis-

placed by other priorities and then forgotten.  The various agencies need to display their

commitment to fulfill these recommendations, even if they need to firmly establish their

own timetables.

The fulfillment of the recommendations requires resources and a will to take action.  In

many cases they call upon all levels of government, including local agencies, to take a

different attitude and approach in the conduct of their missions and the development of

projects.  There is a need for greater willingness to listen to alternative viewpoints and

concerns, whether they come from the public or recycled water customers or from other

governmental agencies.  There is also the need for greater effort to ensure the legal sound-
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ness of governmental decisions and to communicate them effectively and respectfully.

The three primary agencies involved in assisting this Task Force, DWR, SWRCB, and

DHS, should continue their collaboration to insure a timely implementation of the recom-

mendations.  It is expected that with DWR taking a leadership role, the other agencies

would assign staff to assist in seeing the recommendations reach fruition.

There is tremendous potential for increased use of recycled water in California.  The Task

Force is grateful for the opportunity to assist the State in fulfilling this potential.

Sand Canyon Reservoir, where recycled water is stored by Irvine Ranch Water District before delivery to customers for

nonpotable uses.
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